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it is an amazing discovery that the more you
learn, the more you know that there is always
more to learn. i think you can enjoy reading this
book because it is written by a kind fellow, who
shared his wisdom with us. let me tell you, we all
are lovers of mathematics in this world and we
want to learn a lot of things in mathematics.
and, this book is one of our wishes, which is the
result of our love. thank you, norman. i'm about
to take discrete mathematics in the fall and i
would like to have a good foundation in
mathematics and a good starting point for a
research project (i'd like to pursue cs as a major
and math as a minor) i like the emphasis on
graph theory, graph algorithms, logic, and
probabilistic combinatorics in this book, which
directly relates to software engineers and
computer scientists who work with graphs and
networks. some good sections are "graphs,
algorithms, and applications", "combinatorics:
ingenuity, probability, and graphs", "logic and
graphs", "graph theory and algorithms", and
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"understanding random processes" (this is
probably my favorite). i'm a fan of graphical
presentations, and the diagrams in this book are
a real eye-catcher. i learned many things in this
book, one of which was how to deal with zero-
one matrices and stuff. i'm a programmer, and
being able to understand this kind of problem-
solving from a discrete mathematics perspective
would be helpful, because many other books talk
about matrices, and math is usually taught in the
context of linear algebra, which can be hard to
understand if you don't understand the
language.
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hopefully, this note also finds its way into the
hands of other people who are either interested
in introducing discrete mathematics into their

courses, or who are interested in learning about
discrete mathematics themselves. what's in the
news this week? well, we've seen a new release
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of the android 2.3, which is gingerbread ( the
watch for updates is coming soon ) and we've

seen the majority of the ios 4.3 upgrades go live,
giving us a stable version of ios for the first time
in several months. while i hope that this upgrade
spares us from anything too bad, one of the less
frequent features of ios is the new "family photo"

album. while the other basic features, like the
photobooth, have not been added yet, it appears
that they will be added by the end of april, based

on a few teases that have come out so far. of
course, the update to the photo album seems to
have given the social media a new found need to

post pictures of themselves with their newly
updated smartphones or laptops. this is a good
thing, since we no longer need to make such

statements as "you'll never guess what i just did
at the dentist.." the only downside of this much
of an outburst is that, unless you really go for it,
you might end up going through your pictures
with that "weird parent" filter on, looking at a

collection of "wish i'd bought a new smartphone
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at five dollars and ten minutes ago" or "we wish
we would have dressed better that day". this is a

great course that you can use to brush up on
discrete mathematics. it uses the textbook

introduction to discrete mathematics by kenneth
r. davidson with minor changes (note that this
book is a little older than the one used for the
course in the link above). the main change i

made was to insert an appendix on the web of
discrete math, which i recommend that you use.

this appendix assumes that you have some
familiarity with abstract algebra, and gives a

good overview of what you can expect from the
remainder of the book, as well as giving a flavor
for how it might be useful to you. 5ec8ef588b
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