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legal history methodology begins with the study of the
history of the law. it may include the study of the
origin and the evolution of the law. it also includes the
legal practice in the past. the aim of this method is to
analyze the effect of law on the legal practice of the
past. it also includes the response of the legal
profession to the law. practitioners and professionals
are not supposed to be afraid of empirical knowledge.
this is because of the fact that it is the truth that we
have to get by direct experience. the point to be
noted here is that what we gather by experience is
not derived from principles, deductions or other
academic methods but through direct experience.
that is why it is essential to prepare ourselves well for
empirical research. it is through this that we are able
to make significant contributions towards the
development of legal knowledge. the law is a total
mystery and through the observation of things as they
are, we are able to form a model to describe the
reality of the world around us. this model can be a
law. the only thing to be considered is that as the field
of law is vast, there are many aspects of the reality
that are left out by the model. however, the model
helps us to make an attempt to understand a certain
aspect of the reality. legal research is an iterative
process. it is not a single event. the research itself
could be classified into four categories: doctrinal, non-
doctrinal, descriptive and explanatory. each of these
is further sub-divided into five sub-categories:
qualitative, quantitative, mixed, empirical and
programmatic. there are many areas of legal
research. however, we will be focusing on legal
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methodology. within legal methodology, there are
mainly three basic ways of conducting research:
descriptive, explanatory and interpretative. each of
these is sub-divided into a number of categories like
doctrinal, non-doctrinal, functional, quantitative,
mixed, descriptive, explanatory, functional, etc. they
are not mutually exclusive. the researcher is free to
use any combination of them.
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doctrinal research consists of more than one source. it
includes a set of sources from the same branch of
law. these sources are very important and must be
used in consultation. it is very essential to know the

sources that are available to you and the most
suitable ones for the purpose at hand. you must

always remember that the research should be based
on a valid proposition and should not be a mere

answer to a question. you must strive to establish a
correct proposition based on a correct answer. this is
the essence of doctrinal research. it’s a legal research
methodology which forms a link between theoretical
and practical. the method is utilized by legal experts
who are widely referred to as the “practitioners” and

scholars who are well versed in the subject of law. the
method includes the use of primary sources and

secondary sources. primary sources are those which
are not of a secondary nature, which are the basis for

doing legal research. a primary source is based on
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certain facts or events. secondary sources are the
original sources of primary sources. all the sources

which are used to do legal research are recorded in a
primary source collection in a library. the sources that

are used in non-legal research have a practical
purpose in the field of research and so they are of a

secondary nature. they may be biographical material,
social or psychological data, or any other data which

is not directly related to the law. another term for
such sources is empirical or data-based sources.

empirical data is any type of data which is directly
related to the subject of research. this data can be
qualitative or quantitative in nature. in this method,
the researcher is also expected to have a topic, a

purpose, and an hypothesis. this is the reason that
doctrinal research forms the base of legal research.

the research methodology could be either
quantitative or qualitative. 5ec8ef588b
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