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collectibles: the amount of collectibles is about half of what it was in
liberty city stories. you can collect trophies for finding all the collectibles
scattered around, and you can also find trophies in the safes scattered
around. since the game is set in the '80s, the game has a lot of references
to the era. the most obvious of these are the billboards, which are
modelled after the ones of the '80s. the character models and textures
are also very similar to those of the era, and the vehicles are all heavily
styled after those of the period. vice city stories also has a lot of
references to actual songs and movies of the era. for example, the song
"willin'"* (a parody of "wild thing" by the troggs) is played over the opening
credits. the movie "over the top" (a mock-up of "top gun") is shown in the
"fully loaded" mission. the movie "gta iii" is shown in the mission
"welcome to the jungle”, which takes place immediately after the release
of the game. in addition to the movies, there are also many references to
the era in the game. you can easily recognize any video game console
from the time period. the missions all take place in south bohan, the area
of vice city where the game takes place. south bohan is mostly an
industrial zone, as you can see by the many factories that are present.
there are two notable landmarks in the area: the del perro pier, and the
vice point casino. both are linked to the game's story. as was the case
with liberty city stories, the game's first impression is that of a $20 game.
it feels like a ps2 game in many ways. it's the first game in the series to
include a main menu, and it doesn't have a lot of the visual polish or
attention to detail that the other games do. the game features gorgeous
graphics, and as always, it's a pleasure to watch the city come to life as
you explore it. but the graphics are very hit or miss. there are certainly
some stunning moments, but there are just as many really ugly ones, too.
the ps2 version of the game will support the psp's two memory cards, but
the graphics will be capped at about 7.5mb. there's no option to play the
game in widescreen, either, making it very difficult to get the game to
look good on a ps2.
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as was the case with liberty city stories, the story in vice city stories is
extremely simplistic. the first game's story--in which you were essentially
the main character--was more linear than that of the previous two games,
but vice city stories is even more straightforward. you play as lance, the
brother of the character who spoke to you in the first game. you start the

game with a major dose of familial responsibility. your brother is in the
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hospital, and you're basically told to go out and find a job. there's some
interesting commentary on mobster families in the story, but it's all pretty
one-dimensional, and you'll certainly be able to figure out most of the
meanings yourself. the game is set in the 1980s, and it's a time period
that's full of the sort of colorful characters that we got to play with in
liberty city stories. the characters are all really well developed, especially
if you get to know them. everyone in the game is pretty fun to hang
around with. they'll talk to you, and they're all pretty crazy. the character
models are pretty solid, and the voice acting is decent. when you get to
the more lengthy conversations, they tend to be a little lacking. the game
is hampered by its uninspired story, though. despite the game's story
being largely unchanged, there's a few differences in gameplay. one of
the more enjoyable ones is that the game has a higher level of difficulty
than the original, due to the increase in weaponry. you won't be able to
take any of the liberty city weapons to vice city, but you'll be able to
equip some of the vice city weapons instead. even with the added
firepower, however, the game still takes no prisoners, and as with the
original vice city, it's easy to get frustrated with the challenging enemies.
if you're a fan of the original game, then it's difficult to argue that this
isn't an improvement, but even if you weren't a fan of liberty city, you'll
likely find vice city stories to be an interesting addition to the series. in
fact, vice city stories does some things better than the original game, and
the new features are more useful than the liberty city ones. the addition
of the mission types also makes the game more fun to play, and the
presentation is vastly improved over the original. at the end of the day,
vice city stories is still the same old grand theft auto that you love to hate.
there's just something much more appealing about it than the original.
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