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dartfish may be kept with other peaceful fishes, such as lungfish, sea catfish, gobies, and wrasses. however, the dartfish is more likely to be attacked by aggressive fishes like eels, piranhas, pufferfish, and catfish. dartfish typically live about six years,
but they can live as long as 20 years. they require a good environment. when purchasing dartfish, ensure that their tanks have very little dead space and are not clogged with debris. placing them in tanks with low light levels should be avoided. dartfish
will not hold the same position for very long. by tapping their heads with a finger, they will swim to the desired location. they will also swim to any object they perceive as a source of food, such as a food pellet or a live shrimp. as dartfish grow, their eyes

become more sensitive to light. in the wild, they would have trouble seeing in the dark, so they have evolved a unique light-sensitive organ called the retina. the retinal cells are covered by a gelatinous layer of fluid that absorbs light, but allows the
dartfish to detect light and darkness. dartfish have two sets of teeth. their upper set is used for eating their prey and the lower set is used for crushing their prey. they do not have a tooth or two, but several rows of tiny teeth. the anterior row of teeth,

which is the largest, are used for crushing prey and the posterior row for eating them. the dartfish does not have a swim bladder and cannot regulate its internal temperature. to keep dartfish comfortable in the wild, they have developed a unique
system of external gills that allow them to regulate their body temperature more easily. although dartfish cannot change their body temperatures, they can maintain a very constant body temperature in the range of 33-37 degrees celsius. their natural

habitat also regulates their temperature and they often live in tropical waters with a temperature of about 24 degrees celsius.
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dartfish are native to fresh and brackish water habitats, but some species are also found in
seawater. dartfish are generally found in coastal areas and estuaries. they are especially widespread

in southeast asia, but also exist in parts of australia, south america, and africa. all dartfish species
have a very strong mouth and sharp teeth, which they use to defend themselves and to feed on

prey. they are most active at night, and they become more active as they grow. dartfish produce a
strong, muscular body structure, and they are very agile and fast swimmers. they also have flexible
tails which they use to maneuver in their environment. their large eyes allow them to see well in dim
light. during the first half of the 20th century, dartfish were used extensively in fisheries for food and

bait for eels and other fish. due to the boom in the use of ichthyotoxic baitfish, however, most fish
are now considered to be very susceptible to ich (which is an important parasite in eels). as of 2000,
the esu has reported five human cases of ich, all of which required hospitalization and one of which
caused death. there have been no reported human cases of ich since then. thus, most states have

now banned the use of dartfish for eel bait. in the united states, most states regulate the use of
dartfish for eel bait, although not california. in the wild, dartfish are omnivorous, consuming

crustaceans, worms, insects, mollusks, and even small mammals like amphibians. in captivity, they
are usually fed a variety of live and frozen foods, as well as commercial flake diets. they eat their

food whole and will often regurgitate the items that they are unable to digest for later consumption.
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